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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

R' Eliyahu Meir Bloch  ַ״לצַ ז  was born in Telshe, Lithuania. His 
father, R' Yosef Leib, was the רָב and יבָה  .of Telshe ראֹשַׁיְשִׁׁ
After his marriage, he spent twelve years as a יבָה  at ראֹשַׁיְשִׁׁ

Telshe. When the יבָה  could not continue under the Soviets, R' Eliyahu יְשִׁׁ
Meir and his brother-in-law, R' Chaim Mordechai Katz  ַ״לצַ ז , traveled to 
America to raise funds to move the יבָה שְרָאֵל to either יְשִׁׁ  .or America אֶרֶץַיִׁ
When he arrived, he heard of the Nazi invasion and later learned that he 
lost his wife and three of his four children. In 1941, he restarted the יבָה  יְשִׁׁ
in Cleveland, Ohio. As the יבָה  .grew, he won the admiration of the locals יְשִׁׁ
He was a staunch supporter of שְרָאֵל תַיִׁ  of America and was an insightful אֲגֻד 
שְרָאֵל of their חָבֵר   .מוֹעֶצֶתַגְדוֹלֵיַיִׁ

 כ״ח טבת
5655 – 5716 
1894 – 1955 

During WWII, R' Elya Meir Bloch זַצַ״ל walked 
into a סְפָרִים store on the Lower East Side 
and asked for a ן  With tears .קְצוֹת הַחוֹשֶׁ
in his eyes, the owner handed R’ Bloch 
a dusty קְצוֹת and said, “This is the last 
 to be sold in America. There is no קְצוֹת
demand!” R' Elya Meir responded: 
“Don’t worry, I can assure you that 
thousands of copies of the קְצוֹת will be 
printed and sold in America!” וְחָכָם עָדִיף מֵנָבִיא 
— A wise person is preferable to a prophet! 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ת לֵב פַרְעֹה    ה אֶׁ ם … אֲנִי אַקְשֶׁ ת עַמִי … וְלאֹ יִשְמַע אֲלֵכֶׁ ת צִבְאֹתַי אֶׁ וְהוֹצֵאתִי אֶׁ
ץ מִצְרַיִם  רֶׁ )שְמוֹת ז׳:ג׳,ד׳(… בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל מֵאֶׁ  

 And I shall harden פַרְעֹה’s heart … And he will not listen to you 
… And I shall take out My legions, My people בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל, from the land 
of Egypt…” 
 Why was it necessary to harden פַרְעֹה’s heart? What would 
have been different if פַרְעֹה would have allowed the Jews to leave? R' 
Chaim Friedlander זַצַ״ל explains: Had פַרְעֹה heeded ה  s demand to’מֹשֶׁ
release בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל from Egypt, we might be grateful in some manner to 
 .to be thankful to anyone but Him בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל did not want הקב״ה .פַרְעֹה
Consequently, He created a situation where it was obvious that only 
 .מִצְרַיִם without any “assistance” – took us out of – הקב״ה
 The מִדְרָש teaches us the extent to which we must recognize 
our benefactor so that we can feel gratitude towards that person.  ה מֹשֶׁ
 ,who was striking a Jew. When this became known מִצְרִי killed a רַבֵינוּ
ה  was forced to flee the country, fearing for his life, and he came to מֹשֶׁ
 s daughters were pushed away by the local’יִתְרוֹ One day, as .מִדְיָן
shepherds, ה  .stepped in and dispersed the would-be attackers מֹשֶׁ
When the girls came home, they told ֹיִתְרו that an אִיש מִצְרִי had 
rescued them. The simple explanation is that ה  was dressed like a מֹשֶׁ
 who had intervened on their מִצְרִי so they thought that it was a ,מִצְרִי
behalf. 
 The מִדְרָש interprets the words differently by first citing a 
 A man was bitten by a wild donkey and ran to the river to cool off .מָשָל

the stinging bite. When he reached the river, he saw a child drowning 
and jumped in to save him. The child told the man, “If not for you, I 
would have drowned.” The man replied, “If not for the wild donkey, I 
would not have been here to save you.” 
 When ֹיִתְרו’s daughters thanked ה  for saving them, he told מֹשֶׁ
them, “Do not thank me; thank the מִצְרִי that I killed. If not for him, I 
would not be here today.” Thus, when ֹיִתְרו’s daughters spoke of a 
ה whom מִצְרִי having saved them, they were referring to the מִצְרִי  מֹשֶׁ
had killed. The words of ֹיִתְרו’s daughters can be interpreted as, “a 
ה who caused מִצְרִי rescued us” — the מִצְרִי  s running away is what’מֹשֶׁ
saved them. 
 As noted above, ד׳ did not want us to have any trace of 
gratitude towards פַרְעֹה. The purpose of hardening פַרְעֹה’s heart was to 
direct בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to give praises and thanks only to ד׳. If בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל would 
have departed from Egypt with misdirected gratitude, it would have 
undermined the entire יְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם and would have distorted its 
important lessons. 
 There are many valuable lessons we can learn from the fact 
that ד׳ did not want פַרְעֹה to receive any recognition. However, there is 
one important lesson that can easily be overlooked: We must carefully 
think about all the people who help us (daily, weekly, or even once in a 
lifetime) and then show gratitude to them all. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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Rav Yaakov Yosef 
Herman’s small 
home was a 
large ‘fortress’ 
for Yiddishkeit. 
It was an open 
house for 
anyone needing 
a meal. Even the 
Gedolim visiting 
from abroad 
would stay in his 
home or come 
for meals since 
it was difficult 
to find a reliable 
Kosher meal in 
New York.

It was Shabbos morning and many guests 
surrounded the table singing and sharing Divrei 

Torah. Rav Yaakov Yosef was personally serving 
cholent to each guest when suddenly one of the 
guests, who was mentally unstable, stood up...

And with that, the guest tossed his bowl of Cholent 
all over Rav Yaakov Yosef’s brand-new Kapota!

suddenly realizing what he had 
done, he ran out of the house.

Rav Yaakov Yosef sprang up and chased after him.

 Herman ר’ יצחק אייזק was born in Slutsk, Russia. He was the eldest child of ר’ יעקב יוסף
and his wife, מינא רבקה. In 1888, the family immigrated to America. His father was his 
primary רבי until his בר מצוה. At age 21 he married Aidel, daughter of R’ Shmuel Yitzchok 
Andron. He asked his wife if they could have an open home and she agreed. Some of 
his guests included R’ Boruch Ber, R’ Reuven (who stayed in his home for two years), R’ 
Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, R’ Avraham Kalmanowitz and R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler. He and his 
wife moved to Eretz Yisroel in 1939 where he continued to invite dozens of guests to 
his שבת table. He upheld his Yiddishkeit even in the face of ridicule and is immortalized 
by his words “I am a soldier of the Boss, and I obey His commands” in the classic 

book All For the Boss (Feldheim) that has since been reprinted in many languages.

Oy...Oy....what 
did I do?

I DON’T LIKE 
THIS CHOLENT!

Now I’m going to 
give you a new portion 

of cholent, and this 
one you will like.

How do you do 
it? How do you have 

such savlanus?

If you have rachmanus 
(compassion) you don’t 

need savlanus!

Don’t worry. It’s 
okay; nothing happened. 
Please come back with 

me...

Is this the home 
of Rav Herman, the 

machnis orach?

5640-5727 1880-1967 zun, z"h



FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Once, at an alumni convention of 
Telshe יְשִיבָה, the ראֹש יְשִיבָה, R' Eliyahu Meir 
Bloch ״ל צַּ  sharply departed from his typical ,זַּ
uplifting shmuess. He began his keynote speech 
with the words "נָב  One is — מעֶן טאָר נִישט זײַן אַ גַּ
not allowed to be a thief!" Agitated, he told the 
assembled of his personal experience on a 
recent trip. 
 Due to some unforeseen 
circumstances, the ראֹש יְשִיבָה was short of 
cash. He asked a businessman whom he knew 
quite well to lend him one hundred dollars until 
the next day, when he could cash a check. The 
 detected some hesitancy on the ראֹש יְשִיבָה
man's part. The ראֹש יְשִיבָה smiled and 
diplomatically reassured the businessman that 

he would bring him the money the very next 
day. The man was still reluctant. The ראֹש יְשִיבָה 
was pained and said incredulously, "I  was clear 
that I will bring you the money tomorrow. Don't 
you trust me?" 
 The man, embarrassed, said, "It's not 
that I don't trust you, Rabbi. It's just that I've 
had a bad experience with a loan." 
 When the full impact of his words hit 
R' Elya Meir, he was beside himself. Apparently, 
another  ִלְמ םכָ יד חָ תַּ  had borrowed money from 
him and had not yet repaid the debt as 
promised. 
 He raised his voice in anger and 
distress to the  ִלְמ יםידִ תַּ : "Do you understand 
what matters have come to? A  ַּתיִ בַּ ל הַּ עַּ ב  does 

not trust a ראֹש יְשִיבָה with one hundred dollars 
until the next day because of a 'bad 
experience!' You came here expecting to hear 
some deep thoughts. You may go back home 
and say that you came to Cleveland to hear the 
Telshe ראֹש יְשִיבָה say, '!נָב  "'מעֶן טאָר נִישט זײַן אַ גַּ
 My לְמִיד  remember! You represent ,תַּ
the  ִלְמ םכָ יד חָ תַּ  to the rest of the world! Your 
every action or non-action has a ripple effect.  
The יִים  explains that the same is true with חָפֵץ חַּ
granting a loan. It does not stop with the simple 
favor, but it continues, it helps the recipient's 
family life, his רְנָסָה  grow with זְכֻיוֹת and the פַּ
each new generation! 

           יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ךָ ֹּאמֶר ה׳ אֶל מֹּשֶה אֱמֹּר אֶל אַהֲרֹּן קַח מַטְּ מוֹת ז׳:י״ט(… וַי )שְּ  
 And ה׳ said to מֹּשֶה, “Say to אַהֲרֹּן, “Take your staff...” 
״י .was designated to strike the river ,מֹּשֶה not ,אַהֲרֹּן   רַשִׁ
explains that the river had protected the infant מֹּשֶה when his mother 
placed his basket in it. It would be wrong for him to be the 
instrument to inflict a plague upon it. If the תּוֹרָה considers it proper 
to demonstrate gratitude to an inanimate object, which has no 
feelings, surely one must be careful to show gratitude to a fellow 
man, who has very strong feelings. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Baruch Malinowitz is a great Jewish philanthropist. His 
charitable donations have helped thousands of individuals as well as 
countless תּוֹרָה institutions. Each year on סֻכּוֹת, Baruch and his family 
travel to spend the יוֹם טוֹב in ם רוּשָלַיִׁ  One year, he decided to hire a .יְּ
דָקָה  R' Dovid Ellinson. This individual was hired not to relieve ,גַבַאי צְּ
him of the responsibility of dealing with the requests, but to allow 
him the time to listen to each story.  
 Baruch would hand each person a card to give to R' 
Ellinson. There were 5 different cards, each with a code — which only 
R' Baruch and R' Ellinson knew — denoting a specific amount of 
money. However, there was one additional interesting stipulation — 
if he ever felt that Baruch had misjudged the situation, R' Ellinson had 
full rights to overrule Baruch’s judgment and substitute his own 
assessment. The system worked perfectly for the first 2 weeks, until 
R' Yitzchak Kleiner walked through the door. 
 R' Kleiner came to Baruch in tears and began. “Twenty-two 
years ago my nephew was born with a growth near his brain. Since 
this was a non-threatening tumor, the doctors advised against 
surgery. Now the young man is engaged and the tumor just became 
aggressive. The doctors have warned that without surgery he has less 
than 3 months to live. Only the doctors in America are willing to 
operate. But there is no insurance —” 
 Moved by R' Kleiner’s story, Baruch tried to reassure him 

and gave him the highest-level card, indicating that R' Ellinson should 
give him the largest allotted donation. 
 The next morning there was a knock on Baruch’s door. It 
was R' Ellinson, his דָקָה  .גַבַאי צְּ
 “I was hoping you would come. I know exactly what this is 
about.” But Baruch had no idea what his trusted גַבַאי was about to 
tell him.  
 “I have to share with you an incredible story. Twenty-four 
years ago, my wife and I lived in an apartment. We had a 2-year-old 
and a 3-month-old. One day a terrible fire broke out. My wife thought 
that I had run out with both children, but I had taken only our oldest. 
We looked at each other and realized what had happened. We were 
crying and begging the firemen to allow us to go back for our baby, 
but they insisted that if we went back upstairs we would never come 
down alive. 
 “Providentially, at that very moment, a bus stopped at the 
behest of a thoughtful passenger who insisted on getting off to see if 
he could help. He was informed of the situation and was warned not 
to attempt to go upstairs. But — thankfully — he ignored this 
warning. He unobtrusively made his way to the back of the building, 
climbed the fire escape and, through Herculean efforts, saved the 
baby’s life and delivered him back into his mother’s arms.” 
 R' Ellinson looked at Baruch, tears rolling down his cheeks. 
“The man who saved my child’s life is R' Moshe Kleiner — the sick 
boy’s father.”  
 Regaining his composure, R' Ellinson continued, “The  גָחָה הַשְּ
ית רָטִׁ  is obvious. Twenty-four years ago he saved my child’s life, and פְּ
now he needs me to help save his son’s life. What would my life be if 
he hadn’t been there at that moment? I owe him everything. I beg 
you to please help the boy have a fighting chance to live.” 
 Baruch needed no further encouragement. He covered the 
entire cost of the surgery, and the young man’s life was saved. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

הִלְכ�וֹת
�וּם רְ�וּ נַיִם מִקְרָא ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ שְׁ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

What Goes Around Comes Around
Living   Timeless Torahwith 

the

• There are various equally acceptable methods to fulfill the 
obligation of being מַעֲבִיר סִדְרָה.  

• One may read each פָסוּק of מִקְרָא twice followed by the 

corresponding תַרְגּוּם. The last פָסוּק of מִקְרָא should be 
reread after the last תַרְגּוּם so that one ends off with words 
of לְחָן רפ״ה:ו) תוֹרָה  .(עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁ

ContestThe 8th International Pirchei שובבי"ם
 It’s just week 2 of the 8 weeks of our annual Pirchei 
Newsletter 8th International ״ת  contest and there שׁוֹבְבִי״ם תַּ
are already 100+ entries…  Can you find your name?  
 The ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש once told someone that  אֲרִיכִין לוֹ יָמָיו מַּ
עֲבִיר סִדְרָה one who is] — וּשְׁנוֹתָיו   will  be  blessed  with  [מַּ
long  life (:ף ח ר׳  of long life from בְרָכָה a guaranteed ,(בְרָכוֹת דַּ
מִי ר יְהוּדָה and אַּ  How many weeks would we travel .ר׳ הוּנָא בַּ
for a בְרָכָה of יִם קָדוֹשׁ from יִרְאַת שָׁמַּ ינוּ הַּ בֵּ  then חֲזוֹן אִישׁ The ?רַּ
added, “If we are lax in this בָנָן  we are lacking in ,חִיוּב דְרַּ
דִיקִים ת צַּ  ”.אֱמוּנַּ
 It is noteworthy that R’ Moshe Feinstein ״ל צַּ  writes זַּ
that the חִיּוּב of רְגּוּם יִם מִקְרָא וְאֶחָד תַּ  is equal in importance שְׁנַּ
to all בָנָן   .מִצְוֹת דְרַּ
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter  יִם מִקְרָא שְׁנַּ
רְגּוּם  program has been designed as follows: Boys וְאֶחָד תַּ
from 1st and 2nd grade should complete the פָרָשָׁה until נִי  ,שֵּׁ
3rd grade until 4 ,שְׁלִישִׁיth grade until 5 ,רְבִיעִיth grade until 
 7th and 8th grades should ,שִׁשִׁי 6th grade until ,חֲמִישִׁי
complete the entire פָרָשָׁה. 
 To join the contest, please send a weekly fax to 718 
506 9633 or email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com signed 
by a parent  – include your grade, name, school, city, state, 
contact and fax #, and which פָרָשָׁה. Participants will be 
entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of  מִקְרָאוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת
 .חוּמָשִׁים
 All entries received before this Monday at 7:00 p.m 
will אי״ה be announced in the following week’s newsletter.  
 Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Avner Dovidof, Asher Goharti, Avi Horowitz, 
Eliyahu Yochanon Idler, Daniel Lipshitz, Chanoch Shapira, 
Shua Streicher; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Naftali 

Moradian; Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD.  
Grade 2 – Avrohom Menachem Weitman; Yeshiva Toras 
Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Dovid Friedman, Yosef Scop, Moshe Chai 
Ungar; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yisroel Bauer, Menachem 
Blum, Tzvi Goldman, Moishe Gross, Zevi Itzkowitz, Daniel 
Kelman, Aharon Mandelman, Chaim Markovitz, Shmuel 
Sprung, Eli Stern, Binyomin Taub, Shmuel Teller, Aryeh 
Yaiche, Ezra Yavne, Avi Zafir; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; 
Brooklyn, NY; Tzvi Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; 
Fresh Meadows, NY; Nesanel Scherer; Hebrew Day School; 

Cincinnati, OH. 
Grade 3 – Shmuel Becker, Shragi Bohensky, Nosson 
Borenstein, Gershon Daniel, Moshe Glazer, Shaya Hazins, 
Yaakov Kohn, Shua Leff, Binyomin Meyers, Moshe Portnoy, 
Yehuda Schabas, Shmuel Tzvi Sheffield, Shimmy Victor; Torah 
Institute; Baltimore, MD; Eli Friedman; Cheder Bais Yisroel; 
Lakewood, NJ; Shlomo Barber, Yossi Inglis, Ashie Merl, 

Yehoshua Obermeister, Yosef Dov Teitelbaum; Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah; Chaim Herbstman, Yehuda Itzkowitz, Yitzchak 
Dov Kanner, Yisroel Kolodny, Shimon Markowitz, Avi 
Ostrivitsky, Shlomo Paneth, Yitzchok Shapiro, Alexander 
Shlaff, Gavriel Spitz; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; 

Yitzchok Kohn; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 4 – Shmuel Beren; Talmudical Academy; Baruch Katz; 
Torah Institute; Malkiel Cohen; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; 
Baltimore, MD; Menachem Belsky, Moshe Lebovits, Yosef 
Mordechai, Shmuel Spero; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Zevi 
Bucholz, Aryeh Davis, Nosson Zvi Diamond, Shalom 
Friedman, Avi Idler, Yeshaya Shalom Ledereich, Tzvi Yehuda 
Lederer, Alexander Leshkowitz, Dovid Taub, Yoel Weinberger, 
Noam Weisel; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Avi 
Scherer; Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Shneur Zalman 

Jacobs; Hebrew Academy; Cleveland, OH.  
Grade 5 – Yosef Slansky; Talmudical Academy; Shua Leib 
Bergmann, Meir Boruch Meltzer, Yisroel Meir Glazer, Naftali 
Neuberger, Naftali Tabrikian; Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; 
Avrohom Eliezer Eckstein; Cheder Toras Zev; Eli Katz; Yeshiva 
Even Yisroel; Lakewood, NJ; Yisrael Davrayev; Tiferes 
Elimelech; Nissim Bennaim, Noam Brown, Kalmy 
Obermeister; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Moshe Mandelman, 
Binyamin Minzer; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; 
Aharon Drazin; Hebrew Academy; Chaim Yaakov Aminifard, 
Shimon Yehuda Beer, Dovid Yisroel Doria, Shmuel Uziel Feifer, 
Reuven Kohn, Yerachmiel Levovitz, Nosson Meir Rozen, 
Yehoshua Dovid Scheinbaum, Yisroel Isser Scheinbaum, 
Aharon Tenenbaum, Yisroel Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva 

Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH.  
Grade 6 – Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of 
Bensonhurst; Mordechai Kohn; Tiferes Elimelech; Brooklyn, 
NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; 
Yehoshua Boruch Aminifard; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; 

Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 7 – Binyomin Kroll; Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; 
Mordechai Adler; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Chaim Ber Eckstein; 
Cheder Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Nesanel Yehuda Keller; 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Brooklyn, NY; Yossi Scherer; Hebrew 

Day School; Cincinnati, OH. 
Grade 8 – Ahrela Maccabee; Rambam Day School; Savannah, 
GA; Yaakov Slansky; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; 
Alter Weitman; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib 
Hunger, Moshe Laskin, Eli Jacobovitch, Moshe Hirschmann, 
Chaim Yisroel Feldheim, Shmuel Lichtenstein, Yaakov Moshe 
Margulies, Aaron Paperman, Moshe Chaim Rechanik, Yosef 
Sommer, Menachem Wainbrand, Chananel Yeganeh, Shraga 

Strauss; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH.  



FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Once, at an alumni convention of 
Telshe יְשִיבָה, the ראֹש יְשִיבָה, R' Eliyahu Meir 
Bloch ״ל צַּ  sharply departed from his typical ,זַּ
uplifting shmuess. He began his keynote speech 
with the words "נָב  One is — מעֶן טאָר נִישט זײַן אַ גַּ
not allowed to be a thief!" Agitated, he told the 
assembled of his personal experience on a 
recent trip. 
 Due to some unforeseen 
circumstances, the ראֹש יְשִיבָה was short of 
cash. He asked a businessman whom he knew 
quite well to lend him one hundred dollars until 
the next day, when he could cash a check. The 
 detected some hesitancy on the ראֹש יְשִיבָה
man's part. The ראֹש יְשִיבָה smiled and 
diplomatically reassured the businessman that 

he would bring him the money the very next 
day. The man was still reluctant. The ראֹש יְשִיבָה 
was pained and said incredulously, "I  was clear 
that I will bring you the money tomorrow. Don't 
you trust me?" 
 The man, embarrassed, said, "It's not 
that I don't trust you, Rabbi. It's just that I've 
had a bad experience with a loan." 
 When the full impact of his words hit 
R' Elya Meir, he was beside himself. Apparently, 
another  ִלְמ םכָ יד חָ תַּ  had borrowed money from 
him and had not yet repaid the debt as 
promised. 
 He raised his voice in anger and 
distress to the  ִלְמ יםידִ תַּ : "Do you understand 
what matters have come to? A  ַּתיִ בַּ ל הַּ עַּ ב  does 

not trust a ראֹש יְשִיבָה with one hundred dollars 
until the next day because of a 'bad 
experience!' You came here expecting to hear 
some deep thoughts. You may go back home 
and say that you came to Cleveland to hear the 
Telshe ראֹש יְשִיבָה say, '!נָב  "'מעֶן טאָר נִישט זײַן אַ גַּ
 My לְמִיד  remember! You represent ,תַּ
the  ִלְמ םכָ יד חָ תַּ  to the rest of the world! Your 
every action or non-action has a ripple effect.  
The יִים  explains that the same is true with חָפֵץ חַּ
granting a loan. It does not stop with the simple 
favor, but it continues, it helps the recipient's 
family life, his רְנָסָה  grow with זְכֻיוֹת and the פַּ
each new generation! 

           יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ךָ ֹּאמֶר ה׳ אֶל מֹּשֶה אֱמֹּר אֶל אַהֲרֹּן קַח מַטְּ מוֹת ז׳:י״ט(… וַי )שְּ  
 And ה׳ said to מֹּשֶה, “Say to אַהֲרֹּן, “Take your staff...” 
״י .was designated to strike the river ,מֹּשֶה not ,אַהֲרֹּן   רַשִׁ
explains that the river had protected the infant מֹּשֶה when his mother 
placed his basket in it. It would be wrong for him to be the 
instrument to inflict a plague upon it. If the תּוֹרָה considers it proper 
to demonstrate gratitude to an inanimate object, which has no 
feelings, surely one must be careful to show gratitude to a fellow 
man, who has very strong feelings. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Baruch Malinowitz is a great Jewish philanthropist. His 
charitable donations have helped thousands of individuals as well as 
countless תּוֹרָה institutions. Each year on סֻכּוֹת, Baruch and his family 
travel to spend the יוֹם טוֹב in ם רוּשָלַיִׁ  One year, he decided to hire a .יְּ
דָקָה  R' Dovid Ellinson. This individual was hired not to relieve ,גַבַאי צְּ
him of the responsibility of dealing with the requests, but to allow 
him the time to listen to each story.  
 Baruch would hand each person a card to give to R' 
Ellinson. There were 5 different cards, each with a code — which only 
R' Baruch and R' Ellinson knew — denoting a specific amount of 
money. However, there was one additional interesting stipulation — 
if he ever felt that Baruch had misjudged the situation, R' Ellinson had 
full rights to overrule Baruch’s judgment and substitute his own 
assessment. The system worked perfectly for the first 2 weeks, until 
R' Yitzchak Kleiner walked through the door. 
 R' Kleiner came to Baruch in tears and began. “Twenty-two 
years ago my nephew was born with a growth near his brain. Since 
this was a non-threatening tumor, the doctors advised against 
surgery. Now the young man is engaged and the tumor just became 
aggressive. The doctors have warned that without surgery he has less 
than 3 months to live. Only the doctors in America are willing to 
operate. But there is no insurance —” 
 Moved by R' Kleiner’s story, Baruch tried to reassure him 

and gave him the highest-level card, indicating that R' Ellinson should 
give him the largest allotted donation. 
 The next morning there was a knock on Baruch’s door. It 
was R' Ellinson, his דָקָה  .גַבַאי צְּ
 “I was hoping you would come. I know exactly what this is 
about.” But Baruch had no idea what his trusted גַבַאי was about to 
tell him.  
 “I have to share with you an incredible story. Twenty-four 
years ago, my wife and I lived in an apartment. We had a 2-year-old 
and a 3-month-old. One day a terrible fire broke out. My wife thought 
that I had run out with both children, but I had taken only our oldest. 
We looked at each other and realized what had happened. We were 
crying and begging the firemen to allow us to go back for our baby, 
but they insisted that if we went back upstairs we would never come 
down alive. 
 “Providentially, at that very moment, a bus stopped at the 
behest of a thoughtful passenger who insisted on getting off to see if 
he could help. He was informed of the situation and was warned not 
to attempt to go upstairs. But — thankfully — he ignored this 
warning. He unobtrusively made his way to the back of the building, 
climbed the fire escape and, through Herculean efforts, saved the 
baby’s life and delivered him back into his mother’s arms.” 
 R' Ellinson looked at Baruch, tears rolling down his cheeks. 
“The man who saved my child’s life is R' Moshe Kleiner — the sick 
boy’s father.”  
 Regaining his composure, R' Ellinson continued, “The  גָחָה הַשְּ
ית רָטִׁ  is obvious. Twenty-four years ago he saved my child’s life, and פְּ
now he needs me to help save his son’s life. What would my life be if 
he hadn’t been there at that moment? I owe him everything. I beg 
you to please help the boy have a fighting chance to live.” 
 Baruch needed no further encouragement. He covered the 
entire cost of the surgery, and the young man’s life was saved. 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

הִלְכ�וֹת
�וּם רְ�וּ נַיִם מִקְרָא ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ שְׁ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

What Goes Around Comes Around
Living   Timeless Torahwith 

the

• There are various equally acceptable methods to fulfill the 
obligation of being מַעֲבִיר סִדְרָה.  

• One may read each פָסוּק of מִקְרָא twice followed by the 

corresponding תַרְגּוּם. The last פָסוּק of מִקְרָא should be 
reread after the last תַרְגּוּם so that one ends off with words 
of לְחָן רפ״ה:ו) תוֹרָה  .(עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁ

ContestThe 8th International Pirchei שובבי"ם
 It’s just week 2 of the 8 weeks of our annual Pirchei 
Newsletter 8th International ״ת  contest and there שׁוֹבְבִי״ם תַּ
are already 100+ entries…  Can you find your name?  
 The ׁחֲזוֹן אִיש once told someone that  אֲרִיכִין לוֹ יָמָיו מַּ
עֲבִיר סִדְרָה one who is] — וּשְׁנוֹתָיו   will  be  blessed  with  [מַּ
long  life (:ף ח ר׳  of long life from בְרָכָה a guaranteed ,(בְרָכוֹת דַּ
מִי ר יְהוּדָה and אַּ  How many weeks would we travel .ר׳ הוּנָא בַּ
for a בְרָכָה of יִם קָדוֹשׁ from יִרְאַת שָׁמַּ ינוּ הַּ בֵּ  then חֲזוֹן אִישׁ The ?רַּ
added, “If we are lax in this בָנָן  we are lacking in ,חִיוּב דְרַּ
דִיקִים ת צַּ  ”.אֱמוּנַּ
 It is noteworthy that R’ Moshe Feinstein ״ל צַּ  writes זַּ
that the חִיּוּב of רְגּוּם יִם מִקְרָא וְאֶחָד תַּ  is equal in importance שְׁנַּ
to all בָנָן   .מִצְוֹת דְרַּ
 The Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Newsletter  יִם מִקְרָא שְׁנַּ
רְגּוּם  program has been designed as follows: Boys וְאֶחָד תַּ
from 1st and 2nd grade should complete the פָרָשָׁה until נִי  ,שֵּׁ
3rd grade until 4 ,שְׁלִישִׁיth grade until 5 ,רְבִיעִיth grade until 
 7th and 8th grades should ,שִׁשִׁי 6th grade until ,חֲמִישִׁי
complete the entire פָרָשָׁה. 
 To join the contest, please send a weekly fax to 718 
506 9633 or email to thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com signed 
by a parent  – include your grade, name, school, city, state, 
contact and fax #, and which פָרָשָׁה. Participants will be 
entered in a raffle for a beautiful set of  מִקְרָאוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת
 .חוּמָשִׁים
 All entries received before this Monday at 7:00 p.m 
will אי״ה be announced in the following week’s newsletter.  
 Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Avner Dovidof, Asher Goharti, Avi Horowitz, 
Eliyahu Yochanon Idler, Daniel Lipshitz, Chanoch Shapira, 
Shua Streicher; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Naftali 

Moradian; Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD.  
Grade 2 – Avrohom Menachem Weitman; Yeshiva Toras 
Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Dovid Friedman, Yosef Scop, Moshe Chai 
Ungar; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Yisroel Bauer, Menachem 
Blum, Tzvi Goldman, Moishe Gross, Zevi Itzkowitz, Daniel 
Kelman, Aharon Mandelman, Chaim Markovitz, Shmuel 
Sprung, Eli Stern, Binyomin Taub, Shmuel Teller, Aryeh 
Yaiche, Ezra Yavne, Avi Zafir; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; 
Brooklyn, NY; Tzvi Aronovitch; Yeshiva Ketana of Queens; 
Fresh Meadows, NY; Nesanel Scherer; Hebrew Day School; 

Cincinnati, OH. 
Grade 3 – Shmuel Becker, Shragi Bohensky, Nosson 
Borenstein, Gershon Daniel, Moshe Glazer, Shaya Hazins, 
Yaakov Kohn, Shua Leff, Binyomin Meyers, Moshe Portnoy, 
Yehuda Schabas, Shmuel Tzvi Sheffield, Shimmy Victor; Torah 
Institute; Baltimore, MD; Eli Friedman; Cheder Bais Yisroel; 
Lakewood, NJ; Shlomo Barber, Yossi Inglis, Ashie Merl, 

Yehoshua Obermeister, Yosef Dov Teitelbaum; Yeshiva 
Ahavas Torah; Chaim Herbstman, Yehuda Itzkowitz, Yitzchak 
Dov Kanner, Yisroel Kolodny, Shimon Markowitz, Avi 
Ostrivitsky, Shlomo Paneth, Yitzchok Shapiro, Alexander 
Shlaff, Gavriel Spitz; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; 

Yitzchok Kohn; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 4 – Shmuel Beren; Talmudical Academy; Baruch Katz; 
Torah Institute; Malkiel Cohen; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; 
Baltimore, MD; Menachem Belsky, Moshe Lebovits, Yosef 
Mordechai, Shmuel Spero; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Zevi 
Bucholz, Aryeh Davis, Nosson Zvi Diamond, Shalom 
Friedman, Avi Idler, Yeshaya Shalom Ledereich, Tzvi Yehuda 
Lederer, Alexander Leshkowitz, Dovid Taub, Yoel Weinberger, 
Noam Weisel; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Avi 
Scherer; Hebrew Day School; Cincinnati, OH; Shneur Zalman 

Jacobs; Hebrew Academy; Cleveland, OH.  
Grade 5 – Yosef Slansky; Talmudical Academy; Shua Leib 
Bergmann, Meir Boruch Meltzer, Yisroel Meir Glazer, Naftali 
Neuberger, Naftali Tabrikian; Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; 
Avrohom Eliezer Eckstein; Cheder Toras Zev; Eli Katz; Yeshiva 
Even Yisroel; Lakewood, NJ; Yisrael Davrayev; Tiferes 
Elimelech; Nissim Bennaim, Noam Brown, Kalmy 
Obermeister; Yeshiva Ahavas Torah; Moshe Mandelman, 
Binyamin Minzer; Yeshiva Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; 
Aharon Drazin; Hebrew Academy; Chaim Yaakov Aminifard, 
Shimon Yehuda Beer, Dovid Yisroel Doria, Shmuel Uziel Feifer, 
Reuven Kohn, Yerachmiel Levovitz, Nosson Meir Rozen, 
Yehoshua Dovid Scheinbaum, Yisroel Isser Scheinbaum, 
Aharon Tenenbaum, Yisroel Moshe Weinberg; Yeshiva 

Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH.  
Grade 6 – Avrohom Chaim Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of 
Bensonhurst; Mordechai Kohn; Tiferes Elimelech; Brooklyn, 
NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; 
Yehoshua Boruch Aminifard; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; 

Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 7 – Binyomin Kroll; Torah Institute; Baltimore, MD; 
Mordechai Adler; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Chaim Ber Eckstein; 
Cheder Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Nesanel Yehuda Keller; 
Yeshiva Chaim Berlin; Brooklyn, NY; Yossi Scherer; Hebrew 

Day School; Cincinnati, OH. 
Grade 8 – Ahrela Maccabee; Rambam Day School; Savannah, 
GA; Yaakov Slansky; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim; Baltimore, MD; 
Alter Weitman; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Aryeh Leib 
Hunger, Moshe Laskin, Eli Jacobovitch, Moshe Hirschmann, 
Chaim Yisroel Feldheim, Shmuel Lichtenstein, Yaakov Moshe 
Margulies, Aaron Paperman, Moshe Chaim Rechanik, Yosef 
Sommer, Menachem Wainbrand, Chananel Yeganeh, Shraga 

Strauss; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH.  



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
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Dedication opportunities are available. If you would like to sponsor or receive this publication 
via email, please send an email to pircheiweekly@agudathisrael.org

 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

R' Eliyahu Meir Bloch  ַ״לצַ ז  was born in Telshe, Lithuania. His 
father, R' Yosef Leib, was the רָב and יבָה  .of Telshe ראֹשַׁיְשִׁׁ
After his marriage, he spent twelve years as a יבָה  at ראֹשַׁיְשִׁׁ

Telshe. When the יבָה  could not continue under the Soviets, R' Eliyahu יְשִׁׁ
Meir and his brother-in-law, R' Chaim Mordechai Katz  ַ״לצַ ז , traveled to 
America to raise funds to move the יבָה שְרָאֵל to either יְשִׁׁ  .or America אֶרֶץַיִׁ
When he arrived, he heard of the Nazi invasion and later learned that he 
lost his wife and three of his four children. In 1941, he restarted the יבָה  יְשִׁׁ
in Cleveland, Ohio. As the יבָה  .grew, he won the admiration of the locals יְשִׁׁ
He was a staunch supporter of שְרָאֵל תַיִׁ  of America and was an insightful אֲגֻד 
שְרָאֵל of their חָבֵר   .מוֹעֶצֶתַגְדוֹלֵיַיִׁ

 כ״ח טבת
5655 – 5716 
1894 – 1955 

During WWII, R' Elya Meir Bloch זַצַ״ל walked 
into a סְפָרִים store on the Lower East Side 
and asked for a ן  With tears .קְצוֹת הַחוֹשֶׁ
in his eyes, the owner handed R’ Bloch 
a dusty קְצוֹת and said, “This is the last 
 to be sold in America. There is no קְצוֹת
demand!” R' Elya Meir responded: 
“Don’t worry, I can assure you that 
thousands of copies of the קְצוֹת will be 
printed and sold in America!” וְחָכָם עָדִיף מֵנָבִיא 
— A wise person is preferable to a prophet! 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ת לֵב פַרְעֹה    ה אֶׁ ם … אֲנִי אַקְשֶׁ ת עַמִי … וְלאֹ יִשְמַע אֲלֵכֶׁ ת צִבְאֹתַי אֶׁ וְהוֹצֵאתִי אֶׁ
ץ מִצְרַיִם  רֶׁ )שְמוֹת ז׳:ג׳,ד׳(… בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל מֵאֶׁ  

 And I shall harden פַרְעֹה’s heart … And he will not listen to you 
… And I shall take out My legions, My people בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל, from the land 
of Egypt…” 
 Why was it necessary to harden פַרְעֹה’s heart? What would 
have been different if פַרְעֹה would have allowed the Jews to leave? R' 
Chaim Friedlander זַצַ״ל explains: Had פַרְעֹה heeded ה  s demand to’מֹשֶׁ
release בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל from Egypt, we might be grateful in some manner to 
 .to be thankful to anyone but Him בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל did not want הקב״ה .פַרְעֹה
Consequently, He created a situation where it was obvious that only 
 .מִצְרַיִם without any “assistance” – took us out of – הקב״ה
 The מִדְרָש teaches us the extent to which we must recognize 
our benefactor so that we can feel gratitude towards that person.  ה מֹשֶׁ
 ,who was striking a Jew. When this became known מִצְרִי killed a רַבֵינוּ
ה  was forced to flee the country, fearing for his life, and he came to מֹשֶׁ
 s daughters were pushed away by the local’יִתְרוֹ One day, as .מִדְיָן
shepherds, ה  .stepped in and dispersed the would-be attackers מֹשֶׁ
When the girls came home, they told ֹיִתְרו that an אִיש מִצְרִי had 
rescued them. The simple explanation is that ה  was dressed like a מֹשֶׁ
 who had intervened on their מִצְרִי so they thought that it was a ,מִצְרִי
behalf. 
 The מִדְרָש interprets the words differently by first citing a 
 A man was bitten by a wild donkey and ran to the river to cool off .מָשָל

the stinging bite. When he reached the river, he saw a child drowning 
and jumped in to save him. The child told the man, “If not for you, I 
would have drowned.” The man replied, “If not for the wild donkey, I 
would not have been here to save you.” 
 When ֹיִתְרו’s daughters thanked ה  for saving them, he told מֹשֶׁ
them, “Do not thank me; thank the מִצְרִי that I killed. If not for him, I 
would not be here today.” Thus, when ֹיִתְרו’s daughters spoke of a 
ה whom מִצְרִי having saved them, they were referring to the מִצְרִי  מֹשֶׁ
had killed. The words of ֹיִתְרו’s daughters can be interpreted as, “a 
ה who caused מִצְרִי rescued us” — the מִצְרִי  s running away is what’מֹשֶׁ
saved them. 
 As noted above, ד׳ did not want us to have any trace of 
gratitude towards פַרְעֹה. The purpose of hardening פַרְעֹה’s heart was to 
direct בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to give praises and thanks only to ד׳. If בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל would 
have departed from Egypt with misdirected gratitude, it would have 
undermined the entire יְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם and would have distorted its 
important lessons. 
 There are many valuable lessons we can learn from the fact 
that ד׳ did not want פַרְעֹה to receive any recognition. However, there is 
one important lesson that can easily be overlooked: We must carefully 
think about all the people who help us (daily, weekly, or even once in a 
lifetime) and then show gratitude to them all. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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Rav Yaakov Yosef 
Herman’s small 
home was a 
large ‘fortress’ 
for Yiddishkeit. 
It was an open 
house for 
anyone needing 
a meal. Even the 
Gedolim visiting 
from abroad 
would stay in his 
home or come 
for meals since 
it was difficult 
to find a reliable 
Kosher meal in 
New York.

It was Shabbos morning and many guests 
surrounded the table singing and sharing Divrei 

Torah. Rav Yaakov Yosef was personally serving 
cholent to each guest when suddenly one of the 
guests, who was mentally unstable, stood up...

And with that, the guest tossed his bowl of Cholent 
all over Rav Yaakov Yosef’s brand-new Kapota!

suddenly realizing what he had 
done, he ran out of the house.

Rav Yaakov Yosef sprang up and chased after him.

 Herman ר’ יצחק אייזק was born in Slutsk, Russia. He was the eldest child of ר’ יעקב יוסף
and his wife, מינא רבקה. In 1888, the family immigrated to America. His father was his 
primary רבי until his בר מצוה. At age 21 he married Aidel, daughter of R’ Shmuel Yitzchok 
Andron. He asked his wife if they could have an open home and she agreed. Some of 
his guests included R’ Boruch Ber, R’ Reuven (who stayed in his home for two years), R’ 
Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, R’ Avraham Kalmanowitz and R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler. He and his 
wife moved to Eretz Yisroel in 1939 where he continued to invite dozens of guests to 
his שבת table. He upheld his Yiddishkeit even in the face of ridicule and is immortalized 
by his words “I am a soldier of the Boss, and I obey His commands” in the classic 

book All For the Boss (Feldheim) that has since been reprinted in many languages.

Oy...Oy....what 
did I do?

I DON’T LIKE 
THIS CHOLENT!

Now I’m going to 
give you a new portion 

of cholent, and this 
one you will like.

How do you do 
it? How do you have 

such savlanus?

If you have rachmanus 
(compassion) you don’t 

need savlanus!

Don’t worry. It’s 
okay; nothing happened. 
Please come back with 

me...

Is this the home 
of Rav Herman, the 

machnis orach?

5640-5727 1880-1967 zun, z"h


